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THE POPE'S TITLE TO IRELAND. 
The temporal power possessed or claimed by the Pope 
must ever be interesting to those who take an interest in 
the past history of Ireland ; because it was by means of 
the temporal power which Popes claimed and exercised 
that Ireland was made subject to England, and the 
ancient Irish Church made subject to Rome. 

Henry II., King of England, took possession of Ireland 
by virtue of grants made by Popes, who undertook to give 
him temporal dominion over Ireland ; he, on his part, un- 
dertaking to reduce the Irish Church to obedience to the 
Pope. 

In writing upon Dr. Dixon's "Blessed Cornelius," in 
onr number for November, 1855, we said that Ireland was 
thus given to Henry II. by Pope Alexander III., in the 
year 1172. We were, of course, aware that a previous 
grant of Ireland had been made to Henry II. by Pope 
Adrian IV., in the year 1155; but circumstances prevented 
Henry II. acting on that grant. When, seventeen years 
Inter, he carried out his scheme, he did it with the help of 
a new grant from Pope Alexander III. ; and we, there- 
fore, attribute the effect to the grant which was acted upon. 

But, since the bull of Alexander III., in 1172, was only 
a confirmation of the bull granted by Adrian IV. in 1155, 
we must go back to Adrian's bull for the particulars of the 
bargain, and the grounds of the authority by which the 
Pope undertook to give an independent kingdom to another 
sovereign. 

We take our translation of these bulls from the History 

of Ireland written by a learned Irish 'Roman Cathoiic 

author, S. O'Halloran, Esq., M.R.I.A., vol. ii., p. 360, 

London, 1778:— > r ■> 

The Bull of Adrian IV. to King Henry II. 

" Adrian, Bishop, servant of the servants of God, to his 
dearest son in Church, the illustrious King of England, 
greeting and apostolical benediction. 

" Full laudably and profitably hath your magnificence 
conceived the design of propagating yonr glorious renown 
on earth, and completing yonr reward of eternal happiness 
in heaven, whilst as a Catholic prince yon are intent on 
enlarging the borders of the Church, teaching the truth of 
the Christian faith to the ignorant and rude, extirpating 
the roots of vice from the field of the Lord; and for the 
more convenient execution of this purpose, requiring the 
counsel and favour of the Apostolic See : in which, the 
maturer your deliberation, and the greater the discretion of 
jour procedure, by so much the happier we trust will be 
your progress, with the assistance of the Lord ; as all 
things are used to come to a prosperous end and issue 
which take their beginning from the ardour of faith and 
the love of religion. 

" There is, indeed, no donbt but that Ireland and am, 
the Islands on which Christ, the Sun of Righteousness, 
hath shone, and which have received the doctrine of the 
Christian faith, do belong to the jurisdiction of St. Peter* 

n^w" Latin nere i8_ " Ad J us beati Petri et sacrosancta Romans 
1nriS!?,'-« ' • " ' I >ertinei '«." Tnis means temporal right, and not 
thV i , • V V »P' lritu: >! «"«• We do not think it necessary to give 
tint, 2 » se ballB ' "WO 8 " w « K've a Roman Catholic transla- 

»>ou. But any one may see the Latin la Usher's Sylloge, No. 46 



and the holy Roman Church, as your excellency also doth 
acknowledge; and, therefore, we are the more solicitous 
to propagate the righteous plantation of faith in this land, 
and the branch acceptable to God j as we have the secret 
conviction of conscience that this is more especially our 
bonnden duty. You, then, my dear son in Christ, have 
signified to us your desire to enter into the island of Ire- 
land, in order to reduce the people to obedience unto the 
laws and to extirpate the plants of vice ; and that you are 
willing to pay from each (house) a yearly pension of one 
penny'' to St. Peter, and that you will preserve the rights 
of the churches of this land whole and inviolate. We, 
therefore, with that grace and acceptance suited to your 
pious and laudable design, and favourably assenting to your 
petition, do hold it good and acceptable that, for extending 
the borders of the Church, restraining the progress of vice ; 
for the correction of manners, the planting of virtue, and 
the increase of religion, you enter this island, and execute 
therein whatever shall pertain to the honour of God and 
welfare of the land ; and that the people of this land re- 
ceive you honourably, and reverence too" astheir lord, 
the rights of their churches still remaining sacred and invio- 
late, ami saving to St. Peter the annual pension of one 
penny from every house. 

" If, then, yon be resolved to carry the design you have 
conceived into effectual execution, study to form this nation 
to virtue and manners, and labour by yourself, and others 
you shall judge meet for this work in faith, word, and life, 
that the Church may be there adorned ; that the religion of 
the Christian faith may be planted and grow up ; and that 
all things pertaining to the honour of God and the salvation 
of souls be so ordered, that you may be entitled to the full- 
ness <if heavenly reward from Goil, and obtain a glorious 
renown on earth through all ages." 

Of this bull, Dr. Lanigan, an Irish Roman Catholic 
priest, in his able and learned ecclesiastical history of Ire- 
land, says : — " Adrian's bull is of so unwarrantable and 
unjustifiable a nature, that some writers could not bring 
themselves to believe that he issued it, and have endea- 
voured to prove it a forgery. But their efforts were of no 
avail, and never did there exist a more real or authentic 
document." (Vol. iv. p. 164. Dublin. 1822.) 

Dr. Lanigan says the reasons given in the bull are 
" hypocritical reasons" — p. 160. 

The bull of Pope Alexander III. to King Henry TI. 

" Alexander, Bishop, servant of the servants of God, to 
his most dear son in Christ, the illustrious King of Eng- 
land, health and apostolical benediction. 

u Forasmuch as these things, which have been, on good 
reasons, granted by our predecessors, deserve to be con- 
firmed in the fullest manner, and considering the grant 
of the dominion of the realm of Ireland, by the venerable 
Pope Adrian, we, pursuing his footsteps, do ratify and 
confirm the same (reserving to St. Peter, and to the holy 
Roman Church, as well in England as in Ireland, the 
yearly pension of one penny from every house), provided 
that the abominations of the land being removed, that 
barbarous people, Christians only in name, may, by your 
means, be reformed, and their lives and conversation 
mended, so that their disordered Church being thus re- 
duced to regular discipline, that nation may, with the name 
of Christian, be so in act and deed. Given at Rome, in 
the year of salvation, 1172." 

Of this bull, Dr. Lanigan says — " Alexander wishes that, 
on eradicating the dirty practices of Ireland, the nation 
may, through Henry's exertions, become polished, and 
its Church be brought to a better form. He seems to have 
known nothing of the state of the Irish Church, except 
what he heard from the lying accounts of the enemies of 
Ireland ; and as to ecclesiastical or other dirt, I believe he 
might, in those times, have found enough of it, and I fear 
more, nearer home, without looking for it in this country." 
—p. 223. 

And Mr. O'Halloran says of that bull—" To every man 
of principle, the conduct of Alexander and of his ministers, 
viewed in the most favourable light, must appear hypo- 
critical and abominable to the last degree 

What can be offered in defence of the conduct of this Father 
of the Christian world?" — Vol. ii,, p. 368. 

Dr. Lanigan, Mr. O'Halloran, and Dr. Keatinge, all 
prove that the statements made in these bulls were false, 

• This " penny" was worth a good deal more than our penny now 
Lanigan, EccL Hist, of Ireland, vol. iv., p, 164 



because the Irish, at that period, were Christians, and not 
heathens. They wonder what the Pope could mean by 
" enlarging the borders of the Church, and teaching the 
truth of the Christian faith." They think the Pope must 
have said this either from ignorance or hypocrisy. But if 
those learned men had read the Tablet newspaper, they 
would have learned that none are " Christians" but those 
who are in subjection to Rome, which the Irish then 
were not. 

Our readers will be sharp enough to understand that the 
Popes meant the Roman Church and the Roman faith, to 
which it is evident the Irish Church had not yet submitted. 
Our readers will mark, too, the great object to secure 
Peter's pence for Rome ; for the Pope had evidently not yet 
fingered a penny of Irish money, and, naturally, he felt an- 
xious to do so. 

Onr readers will observe the ground upon which 
the Pope rests his right to bestow Ireland on the Eng- 
lish king. " There is, indeed, no doubt but that Ireland 
and all the islands upon which Christ, the Sun of Right- 
eousness, hath shone, and which have received the doctrine 
of the Christian faith, do belong of right to St. Peter and 
the Holy Roman Church, as your excellency also doth 
acknowledge;" but by what right the Pope does not say. 

Of course, when King Henry asked the Pope to give 
him Ireland, the king was willing to admit that the Pope 
had a right to give it to him ; but we, who are not looking 
to the Pope for gifts, may fairly ask what right the Pope 
hail to give Ireland to Henry II. How did Ireland and 
all other Christian islands come to belong to the Pope, so 
that he could give them away to whom he pleased 1 

Now, we have a book written by the very man whom 
King Henry II. sent to the Pope to ask for Ireland — that 
man was called "John of Salisbury," and the name of his 
book is •' Metalogicus" ; and in the fourth book and last 
chapter of it he says — '••At my entreaties he conceded and 
gave Ireland to the illustrious King of England, Henry II., 
to be possessed by an hereditary right, as his letters (the 
Pope's) at this day witness. For, of ancient right, ALL 
islands are said to belong to the Roman Church by virtue 
of the donation or Constantine, who founded and 
endowed her (i.e., the Roman Church). He (the Pope) 
sent also by me a golden ring, decorated with a very fine 
emerald, with which ring the investiture of law in con- 
veying Ireland should bd made; and thesamo ring is as 
yet ordered to be preserved in the public archives of the 
court." 

We wonder with what feelings Irish Roman Catholic* 
would now look on this golden ring if it were yet preserved. 
Would they worship the relic, and bless the Pope for what 
he did by it? Why not, as well as worship the thigh- 
bone of Cornelius for his devotion to Pope Alexander II I., 
who confirmed Pope Adrian's gift ? 

But we have learned here on what the Pope's right to 
Ireland rested : the man who settled the matter between 
King Henry and the Pope has told ns. The Pope's right 
to give away the land rested on " the donation of Con- 
stantine," the first Christian emperor, who reigned from 
the year 306 to 337. It is not from John of Salisbury 
only that we hear of this " Donation of Constantine." In 
the eight century, Pope Adrian I. relied on it to get a re- 
newed and larger grant from the French Emperor, Charle- 
magne, to whom he wrote as follows : — " As in the times 
of the Blessed Roman Pontiff Sylvester, the holy Catholic 
and Apostolic Roman Church of God was elevated and 
exalted, and was thought worthy to be endowed with 
power in these parts of Hesperia, by the most pious 
Emperor Constantine the Great, of his bounty : . . 
so, in these most happy times of ours, let the holy Church 

of God increase and let her remain 

exalted more and more. d 



e " Ad preces meas lllustri regi Anaiorum Henrico II. concessit et 
dedit Hiberniam jure hareditario possidendam ; sicut liters; ipsiua 
testantur in hodiernam diem. Nam oranes insula) de Jure amiquo, 
ex donatione Constantini qui earn fundavlt et dotavit, dicuntar ad 
Romanam ecclesiam pertinere. Annulum quoque per me transmisit 
aureum, smaragdo optimo decoratum, quo fleret lnvestitura juris in 
gerenda Hibernia : idemque adhuc annulus in curiali archio publico 
custodiri jussui est"— Metalogicus, lib. 4., c. ult. Paris 1610, p. 240*1. 

d S.citt temporibus beati Sylveatrl Roman! Pontiticis, asanctare- 
cordationis piissimo Constantino M. Imperatore per ejus largitatem, 
aancta Dei Catholica et Apostolica Romana ecclesia elevata et exal- 
tata est, et potestatem in his Hrsperis partibns largiri dignatus est ; 
ita et in his vestris feiicissimia temporibus atqne nostrls taucta Dei 
ecclesia germinet. .... Et amplius atque amplius exaltataper- 
maneat. Muratori, Rerum Script- Tom. 111., Pars, ii. p. 191 
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We find* ih&JbllowinflL also, inj)r. Lanigatts Ecclesi- 
astical Hi<*i>r£t>f IrelanS; — '• TA B m oSnu e of\he#ope'a 
being the tinM owner sfWll Chr»Wia* Islands l»fl been 
partially itfftiouticed Uhtk wori«i*r» boll or (Pope) 



decree. So all Protestants are damned, if not by act of 

Arli anient, atfleast by the tMlan, as Mr as forgfjay can 

pit. 'k I 

uaruanv naarjoiaicea- Mpme worlsBiwrat nun or ^ rope; ¥ We need Mt>t stop now (to Jhivc Mint this 10101181 
Urban* II /date* a. D.*#l4*in wb*eh,iou>. disposiist-of thej f ' Donatio* olSConstantine" waa* for-pete, antMUejt with 

I.l I -P n !__ %.- -.;j-».-. ... . -rs . i-l . .i «_l.._l 1- . f'._ .... li - n..A..I!. ,..^lTA_ I -.-,1^ I 



island of Corsica, he said that the Emperor Constnntine 
had given the islands to St. Peter and his vicars." — Vol. 
i*., p. 160. 

So we sec that Popes, ate-aaiinr Idle 1 hfrbit ef- relying on 
this " Donation of Constantino,'' when they were engaged 
In working out ttieir objects. 

We, therefore, look for this " Donation of Constantine," 
to explain the sale of Ireland. We find it in a most ap- 
propriate place. 

Ciur-«ai4ej-j may romeiuher. some papers io/iur numbers 
fcr December, 1853, January, February, March, and 
aT&He, 1654; in which we gave an account of a vast number 
ofdecret a I epistles of the early Popes which were forged 
rU"'llic ■ ninth* cerrttrfy to support the - claims wtrKih -Popes- 
■ehrthen setting up; which collection of forgeries- was 
first:pro<tn>eesd by the notorious Isidore Meecator. Here, 
to this handle of impudent" -and sfaaaieieat forgeries, we 
tad " The Donation-' of Constantine,? which succeeding 
Bopes worked to such good eflfcct*" 

In this-document-the Emperor -Connantine is- made toi 
ttfcitethut he had the leprosy, and' was told 'bt- his pitrjrsi- 
efamsth-.it he could only be cored bya-bath" filled 'witb-tlfe 
blood of young children. A great number of children 
Were,- accordingly, collected to be killed for the purpose; 
bat; when Constnntine saw all the mothers"cryin», hewas 
Hind-enough to give them b cfc their children." That night 
Bfeler and Paul appeared to him, and told him to send for 
Hope Sylvester, who was then hiding from Constantino's 
persecution < and that the Pope should heal him, provided 
be would turn Christian, and establish the- Ofm-rctt. The 
Dope, accordingly, .made him do penance, and then bttp- 
tsMKl him* by which. he was coredi Oonstanttn* then 
pjoeeeils to perform the 1 conditions of hiscure, as follows 
--♦'We 

erith veneration, 

the- blessed Peter should' bet gloriously- exalted above i 
obt imperial and earthly throne, attributing' to it -power 
aod'the dignity of glory, and imperial strength awi .'honour ; 
and wedeeree and ordain that: it* bill have supremacy 
over tho four principal Sees of Arrtioohy Alexandria, Cun- 
staminoplevand.Jerrjsaleni, and also over all theChurohes 
of' God inthe utiiversal world; and the pontiff; who from 
time to time shall be over the holy Roman Chnrch shall ! 
be.: superior and prince over nil the priests of the whole; 
world.'*' 

He then relates that in has . built the churches of Peter 
aad Paul, "To whom, forrthte decking of then- litrhts, we; 
have given estates of possessions, and have enriched them 
with various 'tbtngs; and by 'our sacred and imperial com- 
mand, as well in the east as in - the west,. or even in the 
nertaerntor southern regioB'^-to wit, in Jades, Greece,, 
Asia, Thrace Africa, and Italy or IK the nnratti 
takAJMu>^-we have given to themtof onr Duality, with that 
anteat that all should be disposed of; by the hands of our 
, Mossed father, Pope Sylvester, su-fl his successors.' ' 

Constantine also bestows his palace at Home, his -crown,, 
bis sceptre, and all the ensigns of" royalty, upon the Pope. 

Constantine then proceeds — "Wegive up and relinquish 
to the aforesaid, our most blessed pontilf, Sylvester, , the 
universal pope, all- the provinces, places, and states of; 
Italy, or the western regions.'" 1 And for himself, Constan- 
tine gpes on to say^ — »' Wfe hawe thought it proper that our 
empire, and the power of onr kingdom, should be trans- 
ferred, a»d transported , to the eastern regions; and that i 
ioi the. most fit place, of the Byeantine province a city: 
should be built to our name (Constantinople), and that' 
onr empire should , be constituted there, since it is not right' 
that an earthly emperor should have .power there, where; 
Dm dominion of the priests and the bead of the Christian; 
religion has been constituted by theEinperor of heaven."* 

And. then. Constantine, this earthly emperor-, goes on to 
paa»»uteoce of eternal damnation, nod of; faml, lire with 
tbe devil iforte«er> on. every oaewha.shaulii. violate this; 

• The eoMeetfo*»f<TM<Ior« iS-ooawMed in MirtSn'*OSe*ill*. T»e; 
fi«utiua|04iaMlslaWia»ia«t pj5*i A'stUntkeFWalogteafi Abkei 
imarm.-VoLlW r a>l.2ii. P^slsi M*. 

J Sacroaaoctam RoraaiuuiieccU*slain..decrcYtmM* venerantar bono-, 
rare efanrothn oearn nostrum tmperltim etterrrrram thromtacaedemi 
suratbalaumkeut F»trl gtortom axaluw. trKmanttaei poeaawwni 
«4j«r«.(%n*4»era,.«Ki^»,»»aw«ai et lunoiulottattain imparialam 
atqtn ducernentes laecunoa^nt prioetpatnm Uneat laraiaperq^ataori 
pnactBital aedet Antloebfenamv Alexamlrra&m, ConstanttnopoHunam,: 
«t iHturotolyitaaiinii <a««to«» ttHm n pt*. m»nm In onlwi» tvtet 
tHnmnnDta MClestna, & Ppntitex, qqi pro ttstypro IpaiaK aacn- , 
siact« Romauas eccleata extlterit, celsafl;..et^plancep4..canctis .sacer-, 
dotlbas totitu mondi exaistat. 

'-Qnrtras pro conclnnatlons lotnloajtornm, posseaaonnm predlai 
MaasMmoa, et nfeua4rnnto«M«Mta*tagniar«tpn'neaitnuBdaiperialem 
jaaakmerawtraat, taavla erimte'fltMm'ta'oeeMwrte v«l etum tn 
««a «"Ut rton»H <;>TO8>ldla««->fata. VMa Mni l i ia- J wti a, OnxHa, Aate,. 
Tiiratta, Africa, M 'Italia, rrt-Oirmit iaaails-nmlra larstnne elscon-. 
eaaaiana, M' proraaaTatloa* at per maw-ieaitasliul Pstrta uuWrl 
SilveatrVWnttltia uMosawrama;Beonaabi iHapiaaantwr.- 

''Camiea luWis. sen aooid«i)4atara'rea^snn > pn*ieeiM I loea, etf 
OirttaNv pntHt* beatlssioio I'ontl/IM noaareiO U i ta lr o sal varaatl faposi 
»Medimua atqeawndkiqaiaaes. 

■ »aJ« congituaan ptoapwrtsammiiattun laanrtsaiii ctwrfilpotea- 
taUaavrsHitallbaav teaoalsrrl et 'tranawggi wntomesja,- attm Bjaaa- 
tia> prorhwiai i» optimo loee, noaatot anatra <t»i la «B «i [a»litaari, et 
uaamn-aUtocOBsUmttuiaasriuai, qaonianabipriattaatttiawesraolnn: 
at OuMiuaMreaaloaisvapal, ab laaeiatof e caleiU «QM«Ho<Ml eat , 
juitum ueaestatittle4saawiatw Hmw ta s aj at t is i sst ai s ui . 



falsehoods ; for no Roman Catbolic with the least learning 
will now. attempt to deny, that it was forged in the 8th or 
9th century. But for many centuries together this forgery 
was^relied on l»y popes and. their- supporters as the great, 
title-deed of the Popes. 

When the forgery was framed, popes were beginning to 
claim the primacy over the whole Cn'urch as glverrbyCoTl 
himself to the Pope. But as it might be hard to prove 
tHisby Scripture; it was thought well to- have- a fargodi 
.daaauoa. of-aa- omperor. at. hand,, in-order that if they 
couM not prove by truth that God gave this power, they 
mijrht, at least, proveby falsehoodkhatxsan^gave it. And 
so Pope Adrian I., in the 8th century, when he wanted to 
fret a ura-nt~of- temporal 'power- 1 ftorfr trrewftmerr euipeiuiy 
Gharlenm|rne, held tip this- foiled donation of-.Constartina 
ae- M9 right to tempoml pewert and the ground out which 
heasketVfor it. And Pope TJrban II.,. in-, the: 1 Itb-cea- 
tm-y. gave away Cersiea' by the- same- titles AhW Pop* 
AttriaB TV-., in the 12tb>centwry, gave Ireland to-Ktng 
Henry II. by virtue of the gift of all island*: to that 
Pope, as contained in thia'forged fdonation. 

From the 9th century to the 16th, this forged donation 
passed for a lawful title of the popes. It was the-'Befor- 
mation that swept away the mass of forgery and fraud, 
and delivered Roman Catholics themselves from such im- 
postures. But now that Roman Catholics, guided by the 
light of the Reformation, do acknowledge tbat the Dona- 
tion of Constantine was a forgery, we ask them why they 
should still maintain that the things done upon the sole 
ground of that forgery should We held good: and valid? 
By virtue of- tharfurgery IreKind was mam subject to the 
English; by virtue of ' that'fdrgery the ancient Chnrch of 
, Ireland was made sulrject to Rome. Why should these 
decree to honour the holy. Roman Church ,' t hi ngs he maintained when the forgery is confessed ? Is a 
and that th«* meat sarred. See; of \ mm entitled still to Hoia a property; when it Is proved 

thatthe titles under' which • h» holds are forgeries-? At 
least, it is reasonable to inquire-wheiher th^re-bc any othtr 
ground upon which the things done under the forgery 
should now be .upheld. 

As- respects the union of England and. Ireland in. one 
kingdom,, we. hold. that, there, are. good reason* why it 
ought now to be continued. 

Because two islandst lying- so dose- together, if net 
united, would be continually in danger, of hem!; at war ; 
and thus it he greatestiof • nil calamities and. miseries would 
fa|l upon both. The rais&rtune: was not in the union of 
the two kingdoms, but in- the wicked way "In whifca that 
uirion Was brought about by. Pope Adrian IV. and Alex- 
ander 111., Which laid, the foundation- of oeataries of 
opprenioa on. one side - and hatred oa the other : feelings 
bat too well kept up since by the conduct of succeeding 
popes. The evil done by/ Pop* Adrian : IVl would, now 
only be made greaterby severingcth* union. There is. n» 
remedy now, bm to bring- about-, mutaui good- will fur 
mutual advantage. 

We' think it also worth weJile to direct attention 
to the fact pointed out by the- learned ! Koman Catho- 
lic pr'est,,.Dr. O'Connor,, that King. James i. was 
the legitimate descendant alike of the ancient kings of 
Ireland and. of the kings of England. The crowns 
of England and of Ireland were lawfully united on his 
head by legitimate descent ; and since bis day the union of 
the crowns of England and Ireland has rested no longer 
on forgery and violence, but on a lawful title Qheen 
Victoria is the descendant of the old kings of Ireland -of 
'lleberand'Heremon — as well as of the kings vrf* England. 
This is a fact which it is right lor Irishmen to know; and: 
for tbe proof of it we refer to Dr. O'Connor's Coihnrbanns, 
|I?o. 2; p. xlvi., 4c. 

But when, we come to consider whether the ancient 
Church of. Ireland should still continue subject to Rome, 
,now thatthe oritiuai means. of her subjection is proved to. 
have been urged, thsrcaseisidinerent. It will not.de here • 
to pruduee. e. later, title ,to. supply, tbe place of the origjual.' 
.forgery*. Hebjs we mustgo iACK..to> the great charter ofi 
the Church, the Word of Christ) and. the teaching of his 
Apostles. Let .it Jb* fairly discussed, whether Chrisiaudhis 
lAppstlesi decreed, that all Churches .shoaJd' be subject to 
(Rome,. and should, hold the.. doctrines and: practices that, 
sheinaw propuunds. If, that can. be shown in the .great 
charter of tbayChuroh,.taea, in. the name of God, .let it be i 
ishown.by tbose- who.can siow it, and let us and all Pro- 
testants submit t to. the. Chnrch of Rome;, but ifuo such 
thing can he shown in Godi charter to his Chnrch — if the 
subjection which was imposed on the Church of Ireland in ; 
the 12th century have no foundation except in the,. forgery 
on which, it was actually based— then let that subjection be : 
cast to tbe winds with Ahe forgery itself. 

This is the teat to which we h«*e baen^o long inviting: 
our Roman Cajhalie-feUew-coDDtryaaen, t»-oemtv This is i 
wbat-Dr. CUlestfeass. and shriufa, from In hjerlate pas- 
toral. Let Roman Gatholics now. conaid*r- which, paxty 
acts, like men who have truth; on- their side.. 

Dr. GaJlen, tries to maintain whauwes aottuaUy estaap- 



lishedon a forgery: let him. come forward and show, if 
he can, that it has aawthiag better, »kan/o»gery to jrest on. 



ETHICA CHRISTIANA. 
Wkextrafi the foiloiwnffrslmarkahlB instance of ^he fatal 
power of siaf-'Wusion irti a mind eiacated i» a false sys- 
leawof mosality, from m artieleijLMo. 166 of tbe Edin- 
burgh Ketfew on the peetal jurrsayndance ol^Gennany, in 
which the reviewer gives the narrative at length from the 

• works of Anselm von Fenerbaoh, an eminent judge who 
long presided in the highest criminal court of Bavaria, 
j«d .whose *sp*altio«,of thegeneral criminal law is a text- 
book throughout Germany. It would appear that tbe 

.case in all its details had come judicially before the nar. 
"rator himself: — 

" A small farm called Thomaahof, in the village of Lauter- 
*aoh; near Batiaboa, was inhabited in 1807 by a Roman Catho- 
lic curate of tbe parish, and also the proprietor uf tbe farm, 
and a- widow ihhwkI Franenkn«cht, and her two daugBttw, 
Magdaiena aad Catherine, one- a^ed nineteen, and the other 
eleven vears. The Frauankneckt family had been the former 
-ownwa of the farm, and had sold it to Kiembauer ; and being 
on terms of "great intimacy with him, continued to reside there. 
All enjoyed in a high degree tha esteem of their neighbours. 
The widow and her daughters were respected for their integrity 
aad. industry, and loved for the softness of their manners, and 
twe use the wordsof Kiembauer) ' theautteiic kindness of their 
dispositions.' The younger daughter, Catherine, showed an 
jotelligence far beyond her sge. Kiembauer himself passed for 
a model of apostolic fervour, charity, and simplicity. Be was 
born in 1770, and therefore was in bis thirty-eighth year at the 
eonrmencem.-ni of onr narratives He- was the so* of a day- 
labourer, a -station lower in thateeaatry, whtrealm-^t every omk 
has . some laml, than that of an Koglish farm-servant. The 
first years of bis boyhood he passed as « shepherd's boy, bat 
before he was thirteen he felt the power and tbe amhitionto 
rise higher. Witn the assistance of some instruction from his 
clergyman, he-obtained admission to tbe public seminary of 
Kalisbon, and in 1795 was ordained. He had a fine person, 
was an eloquent preaeher, was aeatooe, active, and kind in his 
intercourse with his. parishioners, aad was honoured, says 
Feuerbaoh, as a half-glorified saint. It was believed, indeed, 
and. he encouraged the belief, that he bad, strange eommuniea. 
.^ions with the spiritual world. 3ottls,froui purgatory visited his 
■ebamber, imploied a mass from him, and were released as soon 
as it had been said. He saw them himself fluttering towards 
heaven in the form of doves. Sometimes, when he was abroad 
at night in the duties of his cure, they danced before him like 
fiery exhalatioiis-t-Hu the:boeev as he-sopposed, to receive his 
lieutfdictiua ; and ranged-ibeuiselveB on his right or on his left 
as he extended his hand. Until his ptjrehase-of the Thomaahof 
-farm he bad avoided all worldly engagements, and dedicated his 
leisure to literature and spiritual exercises. After that period be 
devoted much of it to tbe labours of the farm, which lie appears 
to have-perforra«d himself, with little- assistance except from 
the widi.w and her daughters. Against the- tew persons who 
thought it anbeeomingtbat a priest shoul4«r.t as a ploughman 
oragroura, he-defended hiinaelf-by the.deciattiasof theCottn- 
eH' of- Carthage aud the- antoority. of Saiut Kpiphanius, 
,»nd his parrahieuers in . general th«tu«ht it a proof -otapostolio 
butuility. To bis humility also it was attributed that he never 
looked any one in tlw lace; aud walked witli a sunk head, 
downeastaud half-closed eyes, and hands fol ed over Ins breast. 
'In June, 1807, be passed in Munich, with great distinction, the 
'examination which candidates for eeclesiaaticsi preferment 
undergo in- Bavaria. In th* beginning of ISuHlie obtained 
the benefice of Priel, some mile* front. Lauerbach, sold the 
.Thanssafa.if farm, and removed, with the tfraueukuecht family, 
smvtber aud daughters, to his new pacsonage. In June, 1809, 
jlha metber and tlie elder daughter died within a few days ofone 
aaot he r, after short dlnesses. 

" Magdaiena, the elder daughter, bad filled the place of 
a Pfarrkoekim. (minister's cook), iu Rietnbauer's house- 
hold, and on her death he earnestly endeavoured to persuade 
-Catherine,' the younger daughter, now about thirteen, to supply 
her- place. She refased, left the pamonage, and lived as a ser- 
vant, first with hia brother, and afterwards in severai other 
.ptasea. All those, with. wh»mi sh* lived were struck with trie 
contrast of her general cheerfulness aud her occasional, anxiety 
.aad gk>»u. Asab* grew, older, her periods of disturbance 
, became. more frecfueut and more terrible. She could not bear 
to .be alone. She spok-e sometimes about a i'e«aale whose re- 
' collection haunted ber, and whose figure pursued her wherever 
she went. She could not sleep by herself ; frightful appear- 
ances visited her if she attempted it. At length she confessed 
to on»of berfellsw-serrants that she-was, uppressedt>y a dread- 

• fAt«*cret, aodwa* advised -by -bwr-to-eoHsult her priest. Sate 
f dlowed this advice, and revealed** faursptmoal director that, 

taaete, years, hefVircy BaembawarlSut mawdereaVa.weflaaa. Tbat 
i the only witnesses were-heftadf, bar toot her, and her sister, and 
.that since their death, Bianabanar aad, herself had become the 
,sole depositories, of tlia-aeoret.: The, priest consulted several of 
, his brethren, aad, by their advice, directed her to be silent, *ud 
'to. leave Kiembauer to the punishment of God. Butailenee 
' was too painful; and the had recourse to anotber priest, to whom 
-she repeated- her- story, and to whom she told also that Rieta- 
ba-uer bad -appropriated the 'whole fortune of ber family. His 
adviaeoas also .t»-say txHhing. 

OatheriDB'a iatteileet was, bewever, teo clear to be 
-csoeaiedtythBt'sophistry or 1 he (spritaV corps whkhmost 
'.haves s s a W sed ber spiritual teachers. In 1&18, when. she 
- was ss«r*nt*en .years old; she laieV4ser statement beferetfae 
tri U snal of Landshut ; but; as-th* Bavarian law did net 
allow ber to be sworn until she was eightoeoj no proceed- 
isarsiseem to have followed during that year. In 1614, 
bsrviavf adtained the a^»tow***ii that law ascribes ress- 
:eityi she repeated it at* oath, aad* regular jndioial ia- 
'oejtry was founded on it. 

IHre-foltowing are thwtnaterhrl parts of Catherine's de- 
position : — 

"'la 3 une, 1807, when Priest Kiembauer and my sister wen 
in Munich, tbe oae. to iaaa aa exanuoation, the other to laasn 
eookiog, a woanux, about twaiity-twoyeara old, of large, power- 
ful make, and exceedingly handsome, came to our hooee,*ad 



